THE  SIEGE  OF  SANAA
Yemen Arabs, he is inordinately proud. The victims of a bombardment would have been for the most part Arab sympathizers. The citadel was full of Arab prisoners, several near relations of the Imam among them. The barracks without the wall provided a suitable target, it is true, but the country on this side is quite open, without a trace of cover for several miles, and no artillery position exists within what the Arabs consider a practicable range. So strongly built are these barracks that some shells which struck them when Ahmad Feizi Pasha was retaking Sanaa burst without penetrating the walls.
The fighting therefore continued through February and March in the desultory manner described. The expenditure of ammunition on both sides was enormous. It may well be asked where all the rifles and ammunition in the possession of the Arabs come from. Many people, remembering all the precautions taken to prevent gun-running into Arabia, suppose that they are more or less unarmed, or at most in possession only of obsolete muzzle-loading weapons. This is by no means the case. So far as the Western borderlands are concerned it can safely be said that any Arab capable of bearing arms who does not possess a modern rifle is the exception that proves the rule. Rifles and ammunition can be bought in this part of Arabia more cheaply than in Europe. Great quantities have been captured from the Turks at different times ; ammunition is sold by the soldiers to agents, who carry on this nefarious business behind the backs of the authorities, who, while aware of what goes on, find it very difficult to put a stop to the traffic. Rifles in large numbers find their way into the country from Syria. I have no doubt that large fortunes are made over it. It is noticeable that the rifles used by the Arabs both here and in the Hedjaz are of the same pattern (the '74 Mauser) as that still used extensively in the Turkish jarmy.*
Personally, I cannot see why the Arabs should not be allowed to arm. The French firms that trade
* All the troops garrisoning Sanaa were armed with it. It is a single loader of about *400 bore, firing black powder, sighted to 1,200 metres. Izzet Pasha's force had the '275 Mauser, the weapon used by the Boers p the Transvaal war.